cho: 
A Declaration & plai- 


ner opening of certaine pointes, 

' + witha ſound Confirmation of ſome. 
other, contained in a trea- 

tiſe intituled, 

The Divine beginning and inſtitu- 

tion of Chriftes true viſible 
and Miniſteriall 
| Church. 


Written in a letter by the Author 
of the ſaid Treatiſe out of the low 
Countreys to a friend of his 
in England. 


1 The Letter is as followeth. 

al: T deare and loving friend, at 
, | by your ſelfe, ſo by [nnary orhelty 
|  meanes beſides f have ben eiffs- 


| fied, that divers pointes & N 


1 


| ſages of my late Treatiſe innituled, The. 
Divine beginning and inſtitution of 
Chriſtes true Viſible and. Miniſteriall 
Church, are doubi fully tabęn, that is, ſows. 
of them are not well conceaved, ſom miſli- 
ked, by divers godly, wiſe, & well affect ed 
in Engl and. Which thing verily could not 
e1 2 but 


but be exceeding prievons vnto me. ſo ſoone: 
arit came vnto my bearing. And it moo ved 
me foorth-with ſeriouſly to bethinke my |. 
ſelfe how } might be#t doe, both to remoove 
the offence taken,' and to cleare the truth 
contained in that T reatiſe from all preiu- 
dice and miſconceit = it. For it heing 
the duty of all odeſt and ſincere — 
Chriſtiaus, when any offence ariſeth, to la- 
bour that no perſons whoſoe ver ſhould bee 
let alone in ſcandall. and neglected, if there 
way beremedy; hom much rather ought!! 
in conſcience to reach out my band to the 
odly and religions ſervantes of Cbriſt, 
n_—_ at ſomething (as they thinke) by 
ſelfe laid in the way, that they may bee 
holpen and held vp from falling, Which of- 
ten bappeneth to many vpon too light occa- 
. eAlthougb therefore it bee little ma- 
 Igriall What { write or ſpealę, wbat I hold, 
Mee not holde: yet becauſe even on ſo |: 
y occaſion as now is take, ſometimes 
may come. ſwoudry accidents which 1 
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hes 


8 
would bee ſory for, if — ould come by 


my on for 'this canſe f waged it fitto 
imploy my ſecondrboughtes vpon this buſi- 
wes againe, fer the clearing and plainer o- 
pening and alſo for the n 
of divers things in wy ſaidT reatiſe, wic 


wh K A = (@3t;( LCC. [þHx#r 


& f bare baue bene even by good men era 


1 


cepted again ft. Being deſirous beerein ts 


. make manife#? to all the world my great 


affiction which beare to ius content to 


<I> 


every honeſt and well diipoſed perſon, ſo 


Farre as poſſtbly I may or can with ſafetie 


vnto the truth, which of all things in this 
earth is, and ought to be wnto 5 men the 
oft precious. What points there fore of 
exception have come to my notice, aud are 
in any ſort material, I have remembred 
heere in this letter unto you, and to each of 
them ſeverally have adioyned an anſwere 
ſo plaine and ſo direct, and where need is, 

o firme , as 1 can make. Wherein my do- 
fire is (and I hope I ſhall not faile) to ſatis- 
fie every indifferent and equally minded 
(briftian, eſpecially who knoweth the cor- 


* -rgprions that are among vs, & who loveth 


the ſimplicitie of the truth, & not cdtẽtion. 


Iz 8 T therefore, whereas ſome have 
an imagination that I am one of the 
Separation, & am ſeparated from all com- 


munion with the publikeCongregations' 
of England. To them my anſwere is, that 
touching this point they erre in their i- 
magination. Although I know the Se- 


aration to be very farre off from being 


o evil as commonly they are held to be, 


ꝙ＋9a 3 yet 
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Le deny not but chat in ſome matten 
£ 


ey are ſtraicter then I wiſh they were. 
[owſoever, as to the point of Separati- 
on, for my part I never was, nor am ſe- 
parared from all publike comunion with 
the Cõgregations of England. I acknow- + 
ledge therefore that in England are true 
Ville Churches and Miniſters (though 
accidentally, yet) ſuch as I refuſe not to 
communicate with. And ſo much for an- 
ſwer to this point ſhall ſuffice. 

Secondly, in the Treatiſe a doubt is 
made by ſome, what the meaning and in- 
tent is of the maine Propoſition it ſelfe. 
The wordes whereof are theſe, to wit, 
ce Chrit? is the ow!y author, mitithtor, and fi- 
mer of bis Viſible and MnnyHerrall Church towck- 
omg the Nature and Forme thereof, My anſwer 
heerevnto ftandeth on 4. pointes. Eiiſt, 
that the Propofition it ſelfe in the gene- 


ralitie of it (as the words Nn both | 


of the lewes Viſible Church vnder the © 


Lawe, and alſo of the Chriſtian Church | 


vnder the Goſpell. Secondly, yet never- 
theles the proper meaning and intent of; 
this propoſit ion (as I apply 10 to ſigni- 
fie no more hut Chriſtes Viſible Church 
vnder the Gofpell, and that indefinitlie 
and generate ] meanethat Chriſt is, & 


ought to be beleeved to be the only Inſti- 


tutor of his true Viſible Churches Na- 


ture and Forme vnder the Goſpell, w he- 
ther it be of chis or of that, or whatſoever | 
| par- 


| 


r 


I 
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ricular forme ir be of; & that it oughe 
be belee ved to be of ſome certain par- 


ticular forme. The wordes them ſelves 


of the Propoſition do import the large- 
nes of this ſenſe; reaſon alſo requireth 


duch generalitie in every Propoſition 


where the wor des and circumſtances wil 
per mit it, and the — — (annex - 
ed for proofes) do ſerve therevnto direct- 


lie. Thirdly, in ſpeciall ſort in the third 
and nienth Arguments, I proove that 


Chriſt is the only inſtitutor of his true 
Viſible Churches nature and forme vn- 
der the Goſpell definitely and determi- 
nately, that is in that very particular 
forme which the Deſaitios there noteth 
and-is ſer downe further in the ſecond 
Explanation there enſuing . That is, thar 
ſuch = Cbureb is only ens ordinarie Congregation 
geperned with the peoples free conſenr. WhexeT 
— nt alſo that ſecondarilie, and by . 
Jequence from the ſaid 3. and 9. Argu- 
ments, I intend to proove that point alſo 


in the reſt of the 3 1. Arguments, even 


this very partieular forme (heere laſt 
mertioned) of Chriſts viſible Church. 

And I affirme that by conſequence they 
all · doe ſufficiently conclude the ſame, 
But it is only by conſequence, as I faid: 
it is not contained immediatly, expreſly, 
or literally in thoſe Arguments them ſel- 
ves. Fourthly, whatſocver other conſe- 


quentes alſo do followe from the fore- 
noted 


Jo 
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poſitions intent and meaning is now by 
me declared) l deny not — ſaid Pro- 


poſition doth include and import the 


lame. Provided alwaycs that theſe Con- 
ſequents be neceſſarie, and ſuch as do fol- 
low from the former pointes inevitably. 
Which I am carefull to obſerve and note 
in this place, that the Reader may diſ- 
cerne and conſider what that is which 
this Treatiſe doth mainly and principal- 
lie defend, and what is only a dependant 
on it, and a cõſequent therefrom. Which 
in equitie is not of any perſon either vio- 
lently to be ſtray ned, nar curiouſly tobe 
wrong and wreiled. But rathet we ought 
to thinke of the maine matter, and re- 
member who ſaith, ©. Headcn and earth ſhall. 
Ai away, but ng part of Chriiftes word ſhallf aile, 
nor alter. Alſo, tThe Scripture. can not be broke, 
& Hely, not in thole places alleadged 
inthe Treatiſe plẽtifully, wher this 
h , Office & right of Chriſt is taught vs. 
Beſides this, Exception is taken at that 
a litle after, where I ſet downe, that 
Viſible and Mmygfteriall Church 11 a companue of 
Feaple M em lum for tho exerciſe of religion, and. 
admmyſtreng among them ſeldes the holy things of 
Cad, and particularly the whole Eccleſiaiticall po- 
Veruement, 4s occaſion ropau erb. There may 


be a Church (ſome ſay } which admini- 


ſtreth not the whole Eccleſiaſticall go- 


vernement. I anſwere: In this place my 


Pure 


voted.pointes (V herein the maine Pro- 
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. purpoſe was only todiftinguiſb between N rk. 

arch Invi/{ibls, and Viſible whiche I Vifible, Mini- 

call likewiſe Merl; and may alſo in Polinizali.T. 


another terme very fitly bee called a n 
Church * Peliticall, that is indued with 


power of outward adminiſt ratiõ, though Erbe. 2. 18. 
* ſpirituall, My purpoſe heere was not to 


ſet downe any further exact deſcription 
ofa Viſible Church about their admini- 
ſtring the whole gavernement. Howbe- 
it touching this point alſo, I ſay, there is 
no Viſible, Miniſteriall, or Politicall 
Church, if it bee of Chriſt, but it hath 
power and right from him to àdminiſter 


even the whole Eccleſiaſticall governe- 


ment, as well as any part. What Church 
ſoever hath right to one part of the Ec- 
clefiaſticall governement, the ſame cer- 
tainly hath power & right to the whole. 
Nevertheles I doubr nor, a true Church 
may be abridged in the aRuall cxectition 
of the government, as alſo of ſome other 
of Gods ordinances; but not in hae right 
and power to execute the wholy. Which 


ſtill ugeth to the being of a true Viſi- 


ble Church, and is convertible with it, as 
the Scholes doe ſpeak, So this ſurely was 
the very intent & meaning of this word.. 
in this place, the whole Ecclefiaſticall go- 
vernement : which, I hope, no man can 
iuſtly finde fault with, | 

Againe, exception is taken againſt this 


at 
that I ſay, **Chriffes true Mmiiteriall Church is Treu. xo. fo 


ſuch 


- 


| 
| 
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fa 41 bath priver eder perſons wer of many e. 


muri Congregations, but of one erdmarie * 


fa n. Indeed heere I profeſſe that 


—_— true Minifteriall or Viſible 
i Church is but one ordinarie Congrega · 
e- tion only, or conſiſteth of people belon- 


F ging to no moe ordinarie Congregations - 


bur one only: and therefore that Chriſts 
true Miniſterial or Viſible Church is not 
any Dioceſan or Provinciall Church. 
Where my meaning is not, that all Chri- 
ſtes true Viſible Churches evermore cõ- 
taine (each pf them) no moe people then 
do make only one Congregation . But 1 
meane, that none conſiſteth of many or- 
dinarie and conſtantly ſet Cõgregations: 
every one hath but one ſuch Congrega- 
tid only, although occafionally a Church 
may have in it many vncertain & chãge. 
able Meetings, 
And ſo the point aſſuredly is moſt evi- 


dent and plaine in the whole New Teſta- 


ment. The proofe whereof is eaſie, ſhort, - 
and fully ſufficient. Namely thus: & 
Chriftes and the Apoifles inſtitution andyrattiſe, 
A preofe of f/f Miniſterial! Churches were but one ordinarie 


— Congregation enely, Therefore it followerhneceſſa- 


ray that all Chriftes true Mimifertall Churches 
rome fill and for ever are ſo, ani mai beo 
ſo: that is, each of them &nliſterh, and 
ought to conſiſt of people belonging to 


vo moe ordinaric Congregations, but to 
| one 
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one onely. ä | ; 
And firſt for this Conſequence, verily om 
it is ſo cleare & inevitable, that nothing 3 
can be more. Namelie, if Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in their inſtitution and practiſe 
left no Dioceſan or Provinciall Church, 
but ſuch as were each of them one ordi- 
narie Congregation onely, then now ſtill 
and for ever all Chriſtes true Miniſteriall 
Churches are each of them but one ordi- 
narie Congregation only. This doubtles 
can not be denied. For it is vnlawfull to 
holde any forme of aChurch now which 
was not then, or hath no patterne for it 
vnder the Apoſtles. The whole ſcope of 
the maine Treatiſe, & the 31. Arguments 
therein contained doe proove ſo much: 
which alſo I have ſhewed before in this 
Declaration,v1z.in'my anſwere to the ſe- 5 
cond doubt, in the ſecond, third, and * pag 6:5. 
fourth point of the anfwer, 7 
If any reply, that to be but one ordi- | 
narie Congregation, or many, is no Sub- Obie. 
ſtantiall or Eſſentiall difference in a Vifi- 
ble Church. And then this is a changea- 
ble condition therein, and may bee alte- 
red by the diſcretion of men, according 
to the diverſities of times and placeszand 
ſo a Viſible and Miniſterial Church may 
yet bee all one in nature and ſubſtance 
Rill; choygh that which was of olde but 
one ordinarie Congregation, bee now a 
Dioceſan or Provinciall 1 — Anſwer. 
| | enie 


"pops. 


Atabſtantial ſubſtantiall and eſſentiall difference in a 


12. | 


deniethe firft part of this obiection. * 


-  aSubſtitial differẽce in a Viſible Churd is 
to be but one ordinarie Congregatio fre 


n.u 
many. Wherefore alſo it is evident that 
the Conſequence of this obiection u C 
naught.And note, that this obiectiõ is the? ti: 
chiefeſt ground of all the errour in ou C 
queſtion about the being or not being of 8" 
a true Viſible, Miniſteriall, and Politicall} 
Church. Remember likewiſe, that ſtill} o 
we vnderſtand aChurch Viſible, Miniſte. b 
riall, and Politicall to be all one, as I ob- * 
ſerved before in the Anſwere to the! f. 
third Exception. I ſay then, that robe | 1 
but one ordinarie Congregation only, & | 
to be Dioceſan or Provinciall, is a verie f 


Anerence in Viſible Church, or at leaſt theſe divers | ? 


Viſible 


Reaſon I. But this needeth good proofe for it.” 


7- eſtates are inſeparably ioyned to the eſ- 


ſentiall differences of Viſible and Politi- 
call Churches, which in effect is all one. N 


„ WhereforeI make it manifeſt thus. That } 
„„ Body politike which admitteth not the 
>» peoples free conſent in theit ordinarie 
>» governement, differeth by a ſubſtantiall 
>» and eſſentiall difference fr a Body po- 
» litike which admitteth ſame free 
dome. | | 
A Viſible Church Dieceſan, or Pro- 

„ Vinciall,or larger, is a Body politike, that | 
admitteth not the peoples free conſent | 


22 


- »» in their ordinarie governemet;a Church | 


which 


hurch 
on. 


r that 


# which is but one ordinarie Cogregation, »» 


is a Body politike that admitteth this »» 
freedome, and can admit it well. 


Therefore a Dioceſan and Provinciall »* ' 


on u Church, & larger, differeth by a Subſtan- 
is the tiall and Eſſentiall difference from 222 


1 our 
ng of 
tical 
ſtill 
liſte. 


| 


Church which is but one ordinarie Con- * 
gregation. | 
The firſt Propoſition is acknowledged 
of all men of vnderſtanding, generallie to 
be true. Yet the truth thereof is moſt e- 
vident in the ſpirituall (that is the Eccle- 
ſiaſticall) governement, to which intent 
it is heere chiefly applied. It is alſo plain- 
lie ſnew ed in the ſecond Explendrion, pag. 
4-45: of the Treatiſe. And againe, I thall 
omething further declare it in my An- 
ſwer following to the 5. Exception. 

The ſecond Propoſition or Amor is ac- 
knowledged alſo even of our adverſaries: 
indeed it cannot bee denied of anie. For 

P ioceſan and Proviniciall Churches have 
never admitted, nor doe admit the peo- 
ples free conſent in their ordinarie go- 
vernement, neither indeed can they ad- 
mit it orderly. It would be in them to 
troubleſome, confuſed, and impofi ble. 

Yea, Where each ordinary Congregati- 

on giveth heir e conſent in their own 
gouernementꝭ there certainly each Con- 
gregation is / an intire and independent 
Body | ar wats and indued with power 
immediatly ynder,and from Chriſt, as e- 

| very 


14. 7, 
very proper Church is, and ought to be.. 
And then there can not be any proper 
Dioceſan or Provintiall Church, wherkt 
ſuch Congregations be : though perhaps 
there may be ſomwhere at ſomtimes ſuch 
names vſed (even of Dioceſan and Pro- 
vinciall Churches) for other reſpects. 
Wherefore this very one thing, namelie 
this freedome of theChriſtian people or- 
derly & religiouſly practiſed in a church, 
mak eth that the ſaid Church of neceſh- 
tie muſt conſiſt of perſons belonging not 
to many ordinarie Congregations, and 
thoſe meeting in farre remote places (as 
the ſtate is of Dioceſan and Provinciall 
Churches) but of perſons belonging to 
one only ordinarie Congregation. And 
that ſuch were in the New Teſtament, & 
fince, and are now alſo in theſe dayes, it 
is more then manifeſt. Wherefore thus 
the concluſion is moſt certaine, that 2 
Dioceſan and Provinciall Church diffe- | 
reth by a Subſtantiall and Eſſentiall dif- 
ference, from a Viſible Church which is 
but one ordinarie Congregation only. 
2. Another proofe heereof is this: That 
»» Church which out of the very Nature & 
„ Forme of the conſtitution thereof, ma- 
>» keth .Pluralitie-Men and Nonrefidentes | 
>» lawful & good Miniſtersof the Goſpell, | 
„ vea which aach her chiefe and principall | 
»» Minifters ſuch, the ſame differeth by a 
„ Subſtantiall difference from that — | 
where- 
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15. 
where no Miniſter — be ſs. 59 
The Dioceſan Church,and Provincial, ,, 
and larger,are Churches of that Nature. ,, 
The chief and principall Paſtors in theſe, „ 
have charge of ſoules of many ordinarie ,, 
Congregations: alſo in ſuch wiſe as that „ 
they neither doe, nor can yeeld their or- „ 
dinarie perſonall preſence to their peo- „ 
ple. And theſe ſurely are Pluralitie-men, „ 
and Nonreſidents, in the time of the Go- „ 
ſpell. Contrariewiſe, that Church which „ 
is onely one ordinarie Congregation, can „ 
not have any ſuch Miniſters. 
Therefore the Dioceſan Church, the „ 
Provinciall, and larger, doe differ by a ,, 
Subſtantial] difference from that Church 30 
which is but one only ordinacieCongre- ,, 
gation. . 
Thirdly, this is another reaſon for it. ;. 
Where all proper Paſtors and Biſhops, ,, 
and their Churches do injoye ( as the a- 


yoſtles did among them ſelves ) pers can. Cypr.devn 


fortio & honors & peteflatic,even all one and Ne. 
the ſame honor and power, and where ,, 
likewiſe none doth exerciſe authoritie ,, 
over other , nor dominion over the ,, 
Lords inheritance, there is a Subſtantiall „ 
difference from thoſe Churches where it 
is otherwiſe. | 

In the Churches which are each bur ,, 
one ordinarie Congregation, this equall „ 
honor and power is injoyed, and no Pa- ,, 
Rors do exerciſe authoritie over others, „ 
nor 


' C7 
„ nor dominion over the Lordes in : 
„ tance: but in Provinciall and Dioceſan 
5 Churches it is otherwiſe. As experience 
ſheweth, | 
„„ Therefore in Churches which are each 
but one ordinarie Congregation, there is 


5 a Subſtantiall difference from Ptovincial 


and Dioceſan Churches. 
4. PFourthly thus: In thoſe Churches 
„ Where everie Paſtor doth weudvuy that 
2» is, Teach and Governe, exerciling both 
zs the Keycs, and delivering wholy the 
„Lords appointed portiõ of Faria nou» 
»» rithment to his houſhold, there is a Sub- 
3 ſtantiall difference from thoſe Churches 
>) Where the molt of the Paſtors doe not ſo, 
>> nor mayy doe ſo; but doe ſeparate that 
which God hath joyned togeather. 


5 In the Churches which are each of the | 


but one ordinaric Congregation, everie 
2» Paſtor doeth —_— t "4s lie Teach — 
Governe, exerciſing both the Keyes, and 
3 delivering whol the Lords appointed 
Pet. 3. 2. rt ion of Spirituall noutiſhment to his 
, x.Tim.5.19- houthold: in the Provinciall and Pioce- 
Mar.r6.17.& fan Churches the moſt of the Paſtors nei - 
16.19. ther doe, nor may doe ſo. Vea not above 
8 one of 200. or one of 5000. doth ſo, or 
ch. 18.6. can doe ſo. Thus t Separating tliat which 
God wor) ane rogeather. | 
„ Thereforein the · Churches which are 
v Each of them but one ordinarie Congre- 
„ Zation,, there is a ſubſtantiall 2 
: from 
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Church which hath her foundation in cc 
Chriſtes: Teſtament, and alſo hath ſett << 
boundes and limites there; differeth fun! 


{ *damenraify,and ſubſtantially; and Eſſen «« 
"tially from that Church, which neither e 


hart fer boundes and limites in Chriſtes 

Teſtament, norany foundation there. 

A Church which is onely but one or c< 
dinarie Congregation, hath her Fonnda cc 
tion in Chriſtes Teſtament, and alſo hath c 
fer bounds and limites there: a Dioceſan e 
vr Provinciall Church; hath neither. 


hereſore a Viſible and Politicall :---. 
Shorelr whichis only but one ordinarie -- ;. 


—U— — fundamen tall 

and ſubſtantialſy and eſſentially from a 

Dioteſan or Provincial Chutwte. 
The firſt Prepoſition or Alaur is certain 


/, Bifely;rhus: That Viſibleand Politicall e“ 


! Y £ | 
# Som Dioceſan Churches arigProviticls 6 -- 
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Vecauſe touching ile Chua, no orber cc Math. rs. 


fonoddusuon can any e lay but tharwmhich'izland, 18. 
-which is leſus Chr. Allo cvery Body poli- . Cor. 3.1. 


tike (namely the Spirituall) having 
bounds & limites ſet by God, muſt needs 
differ ſubſtantially from that which hath 
no ſet boundes at all, but is left at large to 
the will of men: Whereby it may ſoone 
become ( as vſually it 1 vm great and 
vnwieldy. Such a falſe foundation of 
Chriites Church D. Dammame layeth, and 
ſuch falſe boundesthereofoviz. the _ 
av B 


b. Do. of cin. 


MR — in the Treatiſe to be ſo. 


77 ˙ N. 


bid. 
02.435 


Ten. 


19. 9 : 6 
£2 $20: 
The nur is like iſe very true: viz, A 
Viſſble and Political Church which is on 
ly but one ordinarie Congregation hath 
ker foundation in Chriſtes Teſtament. R 
hath both preceptes and patternes for it 
there, as is thewed in the Treare Arg. 3. & 
9. and in xc, fer reform. pag. 19. 20. 2 f. ei 
moſt diredily in che praofes of our anrett- 
ö heere preſently lowing, 20, bc. 
Againe this Church hath her ſet boundis 
: and limites in Chriſtes Teſtament, ſeeing 
there it is (namely) Eccoſie, that is unt 
many ordinarie ſer Aſſemblies but on 
pag. —— — — 
a. Sc. Apel wat agreat City ahr Count 4 
5 — hath ben ſinos. But this is a0 
torious fable. Never any in thoſe time | 
vnderſtood the word; Fetiaſia to ſigniſi 
many ordinary aſſembliet; yea in placm 
flur diſtãt a ſunder as a Dioces is:thoughi 
now ſo fignifieth,& did ſigniſie — 
yeares — Chriſt, whe they began ſom- 
time to meane thereby 2 Province, or: 
Dioceſſe. But we muſt reſt our faith ypot 
the fincere ſpeaking and doing of the A 
poſt les, not vpon the equi vocating w 
and declining action r 
late. Neither bounder and + 
muce: of the Viſible Churah any circuit ol 
ground at all: and fo neither the ſer. cam: 
paſſe of a Periſt, as it is now reskoned with 
; FR vi. 


55 
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1 19. * 
s: but we vnderſtand only that alf tlia 
perſons thereof belonged to one ordinary 
Congregation, and not to many in thoſe 
times. This limit, we ſay, is ſet and de- 
termined in the wordZcele/e,where it no- 
teth a political Viſible Church in the New 
{ "Teſtament, Which alſo in a good ſenſe 


«4 may be called 47rh, we graunt. 


Sr eie 


And theſa things verily are Subſtanti- 
all and Eſſentiall pointes in the Churches 
vhich are each but one ordinary Congre- 

tion, diſtinguiſhing them —— 
om Diocelan Churches and Provincial, 
and larger: or at leaſt they are inſeparably 
ioyned to the eſſence of them ( as b ore 
ſuid) Which is all one in effect, and cometh 
to the ſame iſſue in our queſtion as if they 
were of the very eſſence of them. So that 
thegenerall Re alleadged before in the 
4 t this Anſwer, viz. i» Chrytes 
the les anf and practiſe all Viſikl 
>\Chnrches were aach of them but one ordenaric Con- 

reales. 1 
Fitreſpre all Chriftes trae Chascbes now ſtill and 
| for eber ave ſẽ, aud owght to be ſo. 

- This reaſon, I ſay, is firme and good, and 
cannot be thakenzthe Conſequence: is vn- 
deniable. Seeing without queſtion all 
Churches both then and now had & have 
but one only eſſence and forme, and con- 
ſtitution. Though they are many in nom - 

ber, yet all are hut one in nature, and eſ- 
ſence: and forme, Which both is manifeſt 
Epilogue B 2 in 


| 20:*. ++ 
in reafon, and may be proved alſo by that 
generall axtome in Eph.4.4.5. There ii ond: 
Body (that is, one Viſible and Politicall 
Church;ſeceing the generalitie of the word 
may extend heerevnto) e Sper, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſme, This Body, Faith, and 
Baptiſme are each of them ſimply one in 
. nature; many in nomber.. . 
The Antece- — * — this 95 maine reaſon, - 
dent pag. to. & Conſequence, is truebutvpon-Suppes 
Poel ſition only, that is, if the firſt My — 
rrue;viz. If in Chriſtes & the Apoſt les in- 
ſtitution and practife all Churches then 
were each of them but only one ordinarie 
Congregation. Now this many do flatlie 


denie; many do greatly doubt of it; andit 


is the chiefeſt point in all out controvers 
fie. Wherefore I will heere bring ſome 
moſt cleere & invinctble reaſons to prove 
it, namely, that i Cſriſtes wnd the Apoſtlis 
ffirutton and practiſè all Churches then were each. 
- of them but only one 01d marie Congregation.” For 
roofe whereof I reaſon, firſt thug.*++ 144 
Proofe. r. * Every Viſible Church Which hzd-the 
„ peoples free conſent in their ordinarie 
„ governement rightly appointed, the ſame 
„ Was only one ordinarie — — 
was no Provinciall nor Dioceſan Church; 
„ All Chriſtes true Vißble Churches mé“ 
, tioned in the New Teſtamẽt had the peo- 


3 ples free conſent in their ordinarie go- 


vernemene rightly appointed; - - 
Therefore all Chriſtes true - Viſible 
= Churches 


2, 


* 


* 
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Churches mentioned in the New Tefta- 5» 
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ment were each of them only oneordina- »» 

e : none of them was any v 
Ptovinciall, nor Dioceſan Church. ; 

The firſt Propoſition is made manifeſt 


nd alitrle & before. The ſecond or Ainor is Pag. 13. 104 


| proved at large in the Treatiſe Arg. 3. and 

9zas alſo in the Rea. ſor reform. pag. 45. 46. 
4. &c. Vnto which point we have a ge- 
nerall conſent of all godly learned men: a 
nomber of whom are remembred by Mai- 
ſter M hetemball, in his Diſco _ beſides ſuch 
28 Maiſter Carrwrighe plenti — alleadgeth 
in his writings to this purpoſe 


. Brieflie, See the 4- 


the Churches abroad at this day do gene- effatios 
rally acknowledge it, as alſo the Churches G 


inthe Primitive times did by their prac- 
tiſe. Where l pray let it be noted, that we 
ſtand ſtrictlie vpon no other free conſent 


of the people but this, that pal v mi Beza. 


bil ebtrudatur: Nothing may be impofed on 
wwe people againſt their will. Which Mai- 
ſter Bex a reſolveth ought to bee everie 
* where. Eysſt. $3. And vnder the Apoſtles 
he ſheweth that it was ſo at the leaſt. 4 
rotat. in Act. 14. 2 3. & in 1. Tim. 5. 22. 
SecondlyT reaſon thus: 


No Church in the Apoſtles times had a- „ 2. 


| niePaſtors Pluraliſtes and Nonreſidents. „ 
All Provinciall and Dioceſan Churches „ 
have ſome Paſtors Pluraliſtes and Nonre- „ 
ſidents. : d , GX ee r . 
Therefore no Proyinciall' or Dioceſan „, 


Teton d. 


joi fla- 
I &c. 
'aly, Inſtitut, 


d+ $97» 


— . in the people, and of their yn+.} 
C 


vVvhere the people of the crdhnarietonght 


> ; ' „ -. cob vin ns $5 ifs 740 
Churches were in the Apoſtles time:. 
The firſt Propoſition is generally. held. 

as a Principle of ſound doctrine by al that 
have the feare of God, and any love of the 
truth in their hearts. For otherwiſe Phires, 


hifte: and Nonreſident Paſtors wilbe Apoſtge,y * 
licall and la w full, yea verily ordained. & 


appointed by the Apoſtles, Howbeit yet 
iuſtly doth every good mi abhorre them 
and worthily accounteth them deteſtable 


eſteeming them (as in deed they are) cõ- 


trarie to the rule of the Goſpell, and ts. 
the ſalvation of mens ſoules. Namely. in 
that they are true and manifeſt cauſes of 
riſtian diſſolutnes of life. The h U 
to he vnderſtood of a Dioceſan or Provig- 
ciall Church properly ſo called, that it, 


gations have not that free cõſent in their 
governement which before. I ſpake of; 
which is, at leaſt, that nothing be vrgedv- 
pon the b any firms all pomer againſt their 
willes. Where t — 


9 


* 


of the Congre- 
ations have not this free power in them- 
— are abſolutly vnder a Dioceſan 
or Provinciall juriſdiction Ecclefiaſtical, 
there is that Dioceſan, or Provincial 
Church which I fignific in the A pro- 

poſitiqn. All whick Churches have 3/6 
correſpondent & proportionable to then 
Gidjuriſdiftzon- I ſay, they all have ſuch 
correſpondent and proportionable 2%, 
0¹ 


— 
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Lot haveNow al ſich properDi n&Pro- | 
| thay vinctal Biſhops havea ful Paſtorall charge . 
the of ſoules of a great many (Joo. or 400. r 
u, many mo) diſtinct ordinarie — | 
alte. tions. They them ſelves, and their defen- p. po b.. 
d & | ders acknowledge this plainly. Alſo none peg-63.&c. 
ve | Oftheſe doth nor can give his ordinarie 
*perſonall preſence to 2. or 3. ofitheſe ſaid 
be Congregations by any pofſible meanes. 
Js. And what els is a Nonreſident and Plura-: 
er liſtvndertheGoſpell but ſuchaone? A- 
0.0 zaine, if of neceſiticevery ſuch Biſhop be 
hy. a Nonrefident to 2.or 3. ſeverall Congre- 
"= fationsvnder him, then how much more 
YE} - 3shea Nonreſident & Pluralift:in-reſpe& .. .. 
ng of all to which he is Paſtor: } Wherefore 
44+ | itremaynethcleere and certaine that eve- 
5 rie Dioceſan Biſhop (and the Provinciall 


much more) can-not but be in the time of 

the Goſpell a huge Nonreſident. Which al- 
o mak eth the Aer both heere & before, 

pag. i 5 to be true: where vpon the conclu- 


e 


82 


— 2 — inciall or Duce- 

' fan Church was in the Apoſtles AE * * 

88 A third proofe is this k 
''Where no Churches are ſuperior to o- 
ther in power? alſo where no'Paſtors. do, 
exerciſe authoritie over other, nor domi ,, 
nion over the Lords inheritance, there „ 
_ no Pröviticiall nor Diocęſan Chur- „ 


# 484 - — 
Ii Tens 


B34 ſuch 


= * — 
or els in all dete neren & ſhould 


3. 


» Yo HALTS RN * 
In all the Now Feſtament there ave na ,, | 


$&% * : | 
lich Charches;nor ſuch Paſtorrmn. 
„ - Therefore-in' all the New Teſtamem 
„ there art no Provinciall nor Dioceſan} © 
5 Churches: but conſequently, all are Or-. ri 
dinarie Congregations only. oi 
; The Naur propoſition is knowen by v 
experience, and is without all queſtion; ci 
The Mer is as cleere in the text as any lo 
thing can be. For no where can any ſuck | tt 
Superiornie & Dominion in ſpiritual af. n 
fayres bee found throughout the whole | o 
New Teſtament. Beſides, the ſame is foũd p 
expreſly forbidden in Luc. 22. 26. and i, 
Pet. 3.3. There was not any firme Dioce | © 
fan authorit ie till the Conncll. of Nice, then 
ce ie. Coneil. it began firſt to be appointed by La. 
Can. 6. Before I grant there was an 4 cuſtome off * 
reſpeting the Metropolità Biſhops mind | © 
in the Churches affayres of meaner pl 1 
ces, ſpecially in Egypr : but it was by a fre 
and voluntary affection and inclining | t 
heerevnto, it Was arbitrarie, it was with-7\ > 4 
out power, it imported no neceſſitie of | 7 
obedienceaiiiphs time of the Nicen Coll» # 
cill. So that then I grant a kinde of Dioce- | | 
ſan Churck-began-abour 3 30. yeares after | * 
Chriſt. Howbeit yet this was farre from 
makinga Dioceſan or Provinciall proper 
and perfite Church whereof heere wee 
. fpeake, Which indeed ſo long as the Chri- 
fſtianſpeople in che: Cõgregations retained 
their freedom to conſent in their ordina- 


rie go ernement g hack na place in the 
i 04.8 world. 


— ow 


; | 


K 
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nent 
Or. 


lace till after the 4. Council of Carrhage : 
bor then the people“ had this their liber- Can 2. 


1 


tie, about the yeare 420. yea (as wee may 
iudge) till the great Councill in Trulle, 
which f confirmed the forenamedCoun- 


cill of Carthage, about the yeare 682. So 


long therefore and longer wee may well 
thinke, this proper Dioceſan Church was 
not erected, at leaſt not generally; but the 
ordinarie Congregations were the pro- 
per Churches yet ſtill. Of this more els 
where. Nevertheles by this we iſce that 
our Mor is certain. 
A fourth proofe is this. 

Where all Paſtors do pormarmein, that is, 
Teach and Rule, and where all Churches 
do exerciſe both the Keyes, and do who- 
282 the Lords appointed portiõ of 

irituall nouriſnment to his houſhould, 
there is no Provinciall nor Dioceſan 


Church. In the whole New Teſtament 


all Paſtors, and all Churches do ſo. 

Therfore in the whole New Teſtament 
there is no Provinciall nor Dioceſan 
Church. | | 

This Maver is likewiſe evident in reaſon 
and experience, as the laſt before was. 
The Mmer is cleere by theſe texts, Act. 20. 
28. and 1.Pet.5.2. and 1. Tim. 5. 17. and 1. 
Theſs. 5. 12. Math. 18. 17. and 16. 19. Luc. 
12. 42. vnto which all other are confor- 
mable and correſpondent. If any ſticke at 
” 474 88 _ , 8 Marl. 
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world. Now, reftraint heereof tooke not 


. 


7 Can, 3. 
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i RET 26. 3 
Math.18.17. (as perhaps ſome will) 18 
ferre him for Fasfatton therein to 4 8 
ITrenriſe it ſelfe, Arg. 3. 3 
5. Fiftly thus I prove it. i 4 1 
„ If the moſt florithing Church of c = 
2 in the Apoſtles times was in the who 
hut onely one ordinarie Congregation, 
»» then all other Churches at that time, an 
»> fince, are each of them but only one or- 
dinary Congregation. nn 
„ The moſt floriſhing Church of cer 
»» in the Apoſtles times was in the whole 
a but only one ordinaric Cõgregation. For 
ſo the Apoſtle ſaith of it, 1. Cor. 14. 23. 
Whew the whole Church is come togeather u one, 
or ante one place, c. The Whole then made | 
but one Congregation. The like we may | | 
note, Chap. 1 I. 20. 18. chap. 5. 4. - 
?? Therfore all other Churches then inthe 
?? Apoltles times and ſince, are each ofthgm 
put only one een e ee pet 
The Mawr is certain, becauſe all true 
Churches of Chriſt both then, and for e. 
ver, had and haue but one forme, nature, 
00 pag. 19.20. and conſtitution, as is © before ſhewed, 
+D.Down. ànd our adverſaries do t graunt . To the 
Book. a. fag. Minor, it is idle to ſay (as ſome do) that 
42.45. 'thoſe wordes, the belt Church came roges- 
ther ine one place, are to be vnderſtoode di- 
fcihutively of many ſeverall ordinarie 
Congregations. then belonging to the 
Church of Cerinth. Nay; evideacly theſe 
wordes are ſpoken touching all, and to 


*** 
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RES 27. r 
them, to whom the Epiſtle is directed, &æ 


is directed to tho Chareb of Corinth in gene- 
rall collectively, 1. Cor, 1. 2. Therefore 
thoſe wordes are ſpoken to the whole Co- 
*emthian Church in generall.colle&ively 
& collectively the whole in generall did 
cums tepeat ber am one placeat that time. Be- 


tion, 


2% 2 Church, nor any other, was a Dioce- 
73 | GnChurch. Some further obiect 2. Cor. 
1. 1. To the Church at Carinth with all the Saints 
which are in a{Achais, As if here al the Saints 
| which were in ali 4ch44:4 made then but 
one Viſible Church with that at Ceriab: 
10 and ſo the Corinthian Church then was 
im aDioceſan or Provincial Church. But 


4 
* 


for this. As well may they conclude from 
7 1. Cor. 1. 2. To the Church at Cormth Sue, by 
ealug, with all that call ben the name of our 


fides, our adverſaries ſay that the diviſi⸗- 
„bon of Pariſnes and Dioceſes ** came in a- e platina in 

„bout the yeare of Chriſt 260. So that then p. Dioayi. 
For! in the Apoſtles day es neither the Cormbi- 


alſo in that very maner. But the Epiſtle 


there is no ſhew of reaſon in the world 


'y g Lord leſus Chra m every place, beth then Lord 


and ours. As well, I ſay, they may fro hence 


i e { 
+: conclude, that I who calle bye the name ‚ 


1 Clriũ tx every place then made but one Vi- 
i | fible Church with that at Ceren/h, and fo 


Full Viſible Church. Which how abſurd it 
is, all men ſee. Vet this is altogeather as 
good, & as likely a collectiõ, 2c the other. 


V 


the Cormrbian Church then was a Vniver- 


29. 
My fixt reaſon is this. | Mo 
E If the Apoſtles, where they ſpeake c l 
„ Chriftians et in outward order through} thi 
„ a Province, do never mẽtion any one ge. tis 
„ nerall Church of that Province, or of a4 
„ Dioceſe, but al wayes many ſeveral Chur ghi 
„ ches, ſuch as were each of them one ordi- er 
3» narie Congregation only, then in the A. 
v poſtles times there was no Provinciall or at 
»» Dioceſan Church, but only ſuch as were Cl 
8 2, each of them one ordinary Congregation. } of 
„ only. This ſentence can not be denied or 
doubred of: Seeing it is both preſumptu- 
ous & abſurd to hold that there was tuch 
aforme of a Church then as cannot bee 
gathered out of any of their writings. 
Againe, it is no leſſe ablurd, yea impiqus 
to hold any ſuch forme of a Church no 
as was not then, or hath no patterne for 
it vnder the Apoſtles. But indeed al that 
former clauſe is moſt true: Where the 
Apoſtles ſpeake of Chriſtians ſet in out- 
2> Ward Order through a Province, greater 
or leſſer, they never mention any one ge- 
2» nerall Church of the Province, but al- 
» wayes many ſeverall Churches. As is to 
ver. Cor. i c be ſeene by their naming plurally * 
Gal. T. 2. & t Churches of Galeria : never one ſingular 
*Verſ. t & Church of Calatia. Likewiſe plurally * the 
x The 14: Cborcbef ef lu & © of Macedonia: & tof Aſia, 
Fr. Cor, 16. &c. Never finde we one Church general in 
19. any of theſeprovinces: neither cã the like 
be foũd any wherein all the New Teſt am. 
eien. Morey 
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E } 2 29. | 
Moreover the ſeveral Churches thu splu- 


Ee ol rally named; are ſuch av were each of 
ugly theim ſingularly one ordinary Congrega- © 
gf tiõ only. The t Word it ſeife importeth ite T Beef. 


of 2 


ure there was no Provinciall or Dioceſan | 
$i V | { = . cc. * 
di- Church, but onely ſuch as were each os. 
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ere 
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Therefore then in the Apoltles times > 


them one ordinarie Congregation:only. _. 
And ſo D. Downeme: diſſolute groud: of 2 
Church, viz. rhat it may follow. the order 
of the 161M State is heeroby alſo quite overs 
tam nme. been 
"Againſtithe Ain they obiect, thadthete P Down b. 
was a generall Church of Crerd; whereof 4. pag 87. 
Tm was Biſhop- J anſwers the New Fe- 
ſtament no where nameth one general! 
Church of Cres nor Tun B; iſhep of C „ 
Therefore here is nothing againſt W ũm:: * 
Euſebmrſpeaking of theſe times, nàmeth * Fuſeb. 3.4. 
tht Churcher of Crete plurally /Neivher could . s. 
Tw»ibe any proper:Biltopiof Crete; for he 

Was in the ſame Function and Office of 
Miniſterie before he came tu Crete, as he 
was When (for atimehhe taſſed there. But 
before, being at ſenaſalus, at? Cormmib, in cc Gal.z.r, 
TMacedonia he wastheino:propet Bithop: . Cor. 8. 17. 
he was an Evangeliſt. Therefote hee was * we 
ſo in Crete alſb. Againe he Was as T „e 
was: But the Apoſtle ſaith; he ws! E- . Tim. f. 
bauelu neither is there any reaſon that 
the Apoſtle here ſpake improperlv- Ther- 
fore Trowerkie and Tus both were Evange- 
liſtes: and by: conſequence notproper Bi- 
4 mops. 


: a . | * 
| opt. The workes of Biſhos they na 


more too: as alſo the Apoſtles did. E 2 
ö yet were no properB;iſhops, neither could} o! 
_—_— : ſeeing the H. Ghoſt had made then £7 


*x,Cor.r2, © divers. Alſo the Biſhoplike pow fe 
— 4 which theſe all had, was in them maten #- 


ally, not formally, as I may ſo ſpeakgy” < 

And it is ſtill to remaine with their Sus: 2 

cLeſſors, not in the ſorme of their propa} Þ 

A 

E 

i 

A 

< 

2 

4 4 
12.Pag 194. cb, of Genchr eames b fubordmet-to.th | * 
eee gehe Grinch, But this. 16 T proval| 
+ %%, tinhe falſe. u calleth it . Chwch prope 
liehe — heere: queſtionles propet / 

lie and not by the figure-Snecdeche, as dig } 

nifying a part of a church, & not a whole} >/ 

Churches There no cauſe of Paules - 

1 


rative ſpeaking in this place: Therfore 
5 did not fa} ut certainly he cal 
leth this Church of Ceachree by this name 

s properly, as he nameth the Church of 
Cuormeb, or Epheſus, or Antisch. And therſon 

- -:.5** certainly it was then as proper a Church, 

as intire, as totall, and independent, as a- 

4. AG. 2. 80. TYY of them. Laſtly thoſe 1 many 20 ; tl. 
* D.Down. fands at Ieru ſalemtare obiected, as making 
v. αε ꝰνι. thatChurch then not one ordinary Con: 
4071 grega- 


1 %s 


lid.& gition only, but Proßincial at leaft, I 
W —— theſe were not all of the Church 
could] of /er»ſalcw. Heere in this text there is no 
then ſuch thing ſpoken, nor meant. But the 
owe folemne fcalt of Penteceſ now being at I- Ad. 20. 16. 
nern eciſalum, the greateſt part of theſe me were 


ea come Vp thiher out of forraigne places 
Sus · and farre countries, as the Law required. 
oper} For theſe were al lews, Neal 4+ 5 eh f AR.21, 4% 


as the text heere ſneweth. And this . yur, ah. 
atude (it is like] were they that would _ -, .- 
ome ſope at her to know the truth of Paul | 
when they ſhould heare that he alſo was 
came thither. Theſe therefore were not 
members of :/er»ſulems Church, thou 
they were ſo many in that Citie at this 
time: neither doth this ſhew any thing 
of the greatnes or ſnralines of the ordina- 
rie Church at Ieruſalem in thoſe times, 
wnlcs it prove the ſame then to be. no mo 
then one Congregation, ſeeing heere it is 
„aid of. the. whole multitude, that they 
| | would come rogracher., Laſtly thus I rea- 
fore ſon further: Every company of people 5. 
ca: ioyned togeat her in a polmie and lignufi- | 
me ell by the Greets word Eccigſ in the Apo- 
tles dayes, is but one ordinarie Congre- 3 | 
fore | - gation only ' 
ch, All Chriſtes true Viſible Churches in . 
Th — 3 begs of then a com- „ 
u | -panicof people ioyned togeather in a po- 
ing itie and ſignified by the Greeks worde e- — 
n- ah in the Apoitles day es. EY 
pas | 4 There- 


3»*-\Pherefore-al-Chriſtes' true 'Vilhl 
„ churches in the New Teſtament are ea 

20 4 gg but one ordinarie Congregati 55 
Every part of this reaſon is moſt mami 
feſtly true and certain. 517 149 0 
D. Downames whole reſiſtance in his Ds. j * 
3 Fence ſtandeth — — eto — — 

> 5D down! Exception againſt the Aue. Sait 6% 

R — ws, Chareb-by the Apofiles mitention my 


| : D. 2 pag 45. ere 72 . 7 | 
144.31 66. 2 ame before Pariſhes (in a Dioteſe) were 


e Eccleia, Vnderſtand the propertie of the*Greeke 
word, do knowto bee falſe. For all au- 
--thentike Greeke authors do ſhew tha 
_ - » *Ebvleſia with them ſigniſied that which in 
| Zuing). Artic. Latin is Comes pope: that is, one particu 
L. Erplangt. lar * bm people, and in reſpect a 
. they are aſſembled together in one place: 
bur never in thoſe times didit ſigniſiea 2 
*multirudedifperſedly cõming togeathir | 
in many diſtin ordinarie Meetings, ani 
in farre remote places, as Provincial ant | 
Dioceſan Churches do. Now the Apoſtles 7 
ſpake as all authentike Greciansſpake;& 
WG and as they commonly vſed ro'ſpeak | 
in thoſe times. So that, vnles che Apo f 
ſtles words in their knowẽ proper ſenſe, 
And their intention be contrarie ( which 
to imagine is to abſurd) there is no truth 
in the Pectors faying. His whole diſcourſe 
beſide, being fraught with diſdainfull & 
difgracefull reproches, ſuch as — 
e rather 


re. erer ne 


* 


* 
4 


—_ 7 I 


4 


for the poinct 


0 


cher of the truth, it deſerveth wholy te 


He neglected, & paſſed over with ſilence. 


But becauſe hee ſeemeth to him ſelfe to 
be ſomebody, it will not be amiſſe if his 
windy and wordy writing bee anſwered 
in a ſeverall proper place. Which buſines 
J commit to the providence of God. As 

| ofthe c6rroverite heere in 
hande, that which I defend in this place, 


is eaſie to be further proved and declared 
-byther reaſons alſo : but for this time I 


will reſt cotent with theſe Seaven before 


delivered; beſide that which *heereto- «« Reas.for td 
fore I havealleadged to this purpoſe. form. pag. 39% 


The ſubſtance of all this whole matter ®*: 
is knit vp in this one argument follow- 


ing. . 
6 9. Viſdie Church of Divme Inſtitution is the 
New Teitament is Provincial or Dioceſan, 
Evbery true Viſible Church of Chriſt uf Div:ns 


_ | ».##F;ruton iu the New Testament. 


' Therefore mo true Viſible Church of Chriſt is 
Prov inci all or Dioceſaw. i 
The Maur is proved pag. 20.2 1. & c. The 
Minor is proved pag. 10. 17. 1 z. &c. Where- 
fore the Cenetuſim remayneth ſure, 
Further, ſome thinke that I ſet downe 
à Contrarietie where ſay, © rhe Single and 


8 
Tractat. 


Compound formes of governement fer the Page. 3. 
ove from the other by 4 Specifitall e Eſſenriall dif- 

ference: and ““ the one ceaſſeth neceſſarily whew © 
the.ather cometh in place, And yet (as they i- . 
1 magine) 


4 
* 4 


\ 
| r. 


0 te. 
33.2%. 


a 


Wishes bbs this 1 ſay, T rhe Churdh 


overnemext 11 mize, Howbeit nevertheley 
indeed theſe ſentences do ſtand togeathet 
& agree right well. For the divers kindg 


rochiall, that is, of onely one ordinarie 
Congregation; alfo the Monarchie, Ari- 
ſtocratie, and Democratie) may bee mixt 


en prada remiſſo in their ſtate remiſſe and a- 


bated, but not is intenſi gradi in their per- 
fect ſtate: they may cõioyne in their Ac 
cidents, but not Eſſentially, or in their 
dliſtint᷑t pure Eſſenoes. As the Direction of 
za Paſtor, with the aſſi ſtance of the Elders, 
and the peoples free conſent in a Church 


may concurreany ſtand togeather: thus | 


may the —— be mixed. Burt the 
peoples free conſent cannot admit either 
a Dioceſan nor yet Parochiall pure Mo- 
marchie, or abſolute Ariſtocratie, thut 
they cannot be mixed. The one of theſe 


of governement (as the Dioceſan, and Pa. | 


hs mad 


neceſſarily doth ceaſe when the other co-* 
meth in-place : and theſe are thoſe formes | 


rv ace wr we of which I ſay heere;thy 


er truly the one from the other by 4 [pecifical | 

& cſſemrraldiffercce. If any ſticke in the Epi- 

ſtle, where the Viſible Churches Form: 
is ſaid to be rie power of @.Smag le and den- 
pounded ſpiritual politie. Let him cõſider that 
the reference there noted expreſly ſen 
deth him to the ſecond Ei in the 
beginning of the Treatiſe; where (pag) 
. It is declared that it ought to be _—_ 


* 
F4 
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F 
people; free conſent, Now in this the For 
48 compleat and cleere. How beit yet wee 
ſpeake not heere ſo exactly and cutiouſly 
of the Vifible Churches Forme, but that 
our meaning is only that it doth con venme 
Sublecto omi, ſoli, & ſemper: that it is con ver- 
tile with it, and inſeparable from it, and 
nothing els. And that this is in deed 
ſo proper re the faid Church, it is pro- 
ved in this fame Treatiſe, Argu. z. and 9. 


* 


wy 

her 

des 

Pa- 

rie 

rr 

xt 

I a- 

er- 2 

Ac} as before is noted. And in the Keſow fort 
ir} reformation, pag. 45, 46, 47, &c , Now « Compared. 
off hence alſo it comert, that where the Peo- with pag.26, 
ers, les free coriſerfit is orderly and conſtant- _ 

rch fie had, there the Church can not bes but 1 
hut} S only one ordinarie Congregation, and . ,,;, Arg. 4 
the} the governement is Single, or over ont in ihe 11cat. & 
her Congregation only, Where the abſolute abore pag: ij. 
Mo-F governement is. Droceſan or larger, there * 

hut} that Church can not poflibly be one ordi- 

heſe! narie Congregation only, nor can vſe or- 

co dinarilie the Peoples free conſent: but it 

mes} muſt of neceſſi tie he either by one perſon 

,thy 5 Alone, or by a few choiſe perſons abſolut 

feral} wnder Chriſt over a whole Dioceſe, or 

Eri further, So that it is plaine enough di- 

rm} vers wayes, that theſe governements axe 

een. indeed as 1'faid eſſentially diftinguithed: 

tha and the fore-rehearſed ſentences do wel}. 

fen-} Rand togeather, and agree eaſil 7. 

the“ Mores ver the rſt Propeſtzen of the firſt g. 

77  Argum@ris chonght᷑ by ſome to be amiſſe: 
Lie vie (6) 8 Divine nftiretion, che 
25 c 2 ene 


4 5 . 
be Trent, pa. c 


4, 
4 * 


of this $ They ſay, Becauſe the Iewes high 

Prieſthood was a Divine inſtitution, 

the Calling of the Apoſtles ; and yet nei- 

ther is perpetuall. Wherevnto the anſwer 

is eaſie: viz. Neither of theſe cometh near 
the point in queſtion. The wordes of the 


8 | | W 
ii perpetual. But why ſhould any 7 
G 


Propoſition are, Wharſoeber iss not, What- | 


ſoever was, or hath ben E D:bae mfitwrios, 
Wherefore I ſpeake of Divine inſtituri- 
ons and ordinãces which are now ſuch at 
this preſent time, even in our dayes : not 
of ſuch as were Divine heerctofore only, 
that is only in the time of the lewes e- 
ſtare, or of the Apoſtles, ſuch as the in- 
ſtances are which be obiected. I ſpeakenot 
(1 ſay) of any Leviticall or Apoſtolicall 
temporarie ordinances. Which to be m 
very meaning in this place, appearet 

partly in the Amer Propoſition ofthe ſaid 


Argument; which of neceſſitie muſt bee 
taken ſo; and more fully ftraight after in 
handling the proofe of the ſaid uu | 


Treat. 7 Further it is excepted againſt, Where! 
« Pag.. ay, This word Fecleſis or Nabal in Hebrew 

8: mo where found in any Author ( one or orber) i 

ſtenifie a bench of luiticers, or Senat of Magiſtrate. 

T bus cannot be ſhewed im amy other place at all. But 
4 * contrarie to this ſome alleadge that the 


Septuagmr do tranſlate bal in one place 


riall to our maine purpoſe in this plact 
hew the Hebrew Nubal is once by the S- 
2 & 


aue Senat. I anſwer, it is not mate- | 


r er gd og ng HR ar mb mpg wmYo ty i £& = 


< 


7. 
tage tranſlated « though I added this 
word, which 1 needed not. For all the 0 
mattor indeed ſtãdeth in the Greek word | 
Ecchſia, which is the ariginal text. Now « Buuk. 16 
concerning this word, there is no excep- 
tion at all taken againſt that which heere 
I alleadge. No man findeth in any author 
(ons or other) this word Eccieſia to ſignifie 
2 Bench of luſticers or Senate of Magi- 
ſtrates: no, not once. As for that Hebrew 
word Mc alſo, ſeeing. (for ought that 
appeareth) it is tranſlated Senat no where, 
but only this once: we are to ſuppoſe that 
theſame Authors (viz. the Septuagiut) who 
tranſlate it more then 100. times other- 
wiſe, do thinke the proper ſenſe of this 
word not to be a Senat. And why it ſhould 
not alſo be proper in the Hebrew tranſla- 
tion of Matb. 18. 17. there is no reaſon in 
the world. Againe the Scetuagmt them ſel- 
ves are of no good authoritie for tranſla- 
tion. And learned men do iudge that (af- 
ter the five bookes of Meſes) the tranſlati- 8 | 
bas 6 , . Field. of 

on bearing their name, is not theirs. How the Church. 
ſo ever, they are generally knowen for 
tranſlation to be moſt wide, ſtrange, and 
vnfit. Maiſter Hugh Broughton © ſaieth of „, Againſt Dae. 
them, that all learned men for theſe 1 300. Farrar the 
yeares ſpace do know the Sepruegine tran- 
flators — infinite millions of fault es. Nei- 
ther do our Ezg/sſþ tranſlations, nor Tre- 
molluus, nor Vatablus, nor the Iaterlmtarie, nor 
Arias Montanns, nor Munier, nor any good 

| C3 Tran- 


„vis Neither Tranflatorsfas far as I know)follow thi 


French, nor 
Dutch, nor 
Spalalh, not 
Han. 


manifeſtly he vſeth this word Foundetin 
_ xo ſigniſie cert aine points of religion, and 
ſpeciall Doctrines neceſſary to ſalvation 


in this place of the Proberbes. So that nam · 
lie here they ſeeme to be held of no ſound 
writer, for Authors of any credit in thih 
particular, howſoever they bee eſteemed 
Otherwiſe. - |. © ITT Jo 


y Againe, ſome miſlike that (in the 4 | 
| ſomptin of Argument 7.) the Mmiſteriall 


Church and Church-governement att 


ſaid to be Fandamerrali pamres of rell pio, and 


4 pert of the foundation of Chriſtias fuub. But if 


men would conſider things well, ſure} 


heere is no cauſe of miſſlike. Alwayes re- 
miembring, that I do not take b fowndatin 
of faith heere in that ſenſe as Chriſt him 
eife is held and acknowledged to bee the 
Foundation of our faith, r.Cot. 3.11, He 
alone is that abſolute Foundation. Nei- 
ther do l rake it in that ſenſe as the word 
of God is acknowledged to be the general 
foundario of taith, which only togeatber 
with Chrift (the author of it) our faith 
can reſt on. But in that ſenſe I take it a8 
the Apoſtle vſeth it in Hebr. 6. 1. 2. v here 


ordinarily, and vnchangeable by men. 
He ſetteth dow ne in this place 6. of them: 


of which ſame are Inward, ſome Out- 


ward: Some requiring outward action & 


ractiſe, fome ſpeculation and beliefe on | 


y. Among them that require _ 


vil 


*** 


* 


imply vnchangeable by me. Wherefore. 


ation and practiſe, he nameth Ting or of 


| bBarides as ——_— of this foundatiõ. Now 


this cannot he heere vnderitood with a- 


nie good colour, but for Cainę to rhe Mini- 


flere; as is thewed evidently in the Trea- 


tiſe. And Calling to the Miniſterie, or the 


Making of Maniſters is one maine part of 


Church-govetnement. And of that na- 


ture as the Churchgovernement is, of the 


fanie is the Viſible, or Miniſteriall, or Po- 


liricall Church it ſelfe. As alſo, of that na- 


ture as a maine part of Church-governe- 


ment is, of tlie ſame is the whole, Where- 


vpon I reaſon thus: If Lia on of handes Reaſon 


{which is one maine part of Church-go-—- ***: 
vernement, as before is ſnewed) be of the IM. 
foundation, neceſſarie to ſalvation ordi- 4; 
narily, and vnchangeable by men, thẽ the bes 
Church-gavernement,andtheChurch it © 
ſelfe is ſo. But the former is certain 2 "OY 
the text Heb. 6. 2. as before L have ſhewed. 


Therfore the later is certain alſo, viz. the 


Miniſteriall Church & Churchgoverne- 
ment are of the foũdation of faith, ot fũ- 
damentall pointes of religion, they are 
necefſarie to ſalvation ordinarily, and vn- 
changeable by men. Secondly, as Bupty/me 2. 
is heere called alſo fundamentali, ſo is this | 
Laying on of haudes, or Calling to the Mini- 
ſterie. Bur heercin is meant no more (tou 

ching Baptiſme) ſave that it is a meanei 
to ſalvation neceſſarie ordinarily, anc 


4 oven 


2 


even ſo is Calling to the Minifterie vnd pa 
derſtood to be, where in the Treatiſe it ii Ch 
called Fundamental, Thirdly, I take it, no kne 
well adviſed Chriſtian will deny Chriſteg | gio 
true Viſible and Miniſterial Church tobe we 
fundamentall. Of which, Cyprian: ſaying \ ma 
is approved by all men, viz. De«w non halet ro 
Patrem, guy Feclaſam nom habet matreme : Heese, tai 
hath not God for his Father, who hath ag; 
not the Church for his mother. And likes} ces 
wiſe is that comon ſaying; Extra Eccleſiam/ Vi 
wow e? ſalus: Out of the Church there is na of 
ſalvation. Both which ſayings are true es foi 

Chriſtes Vifible and Miniſteriall Church? | fib 
howbeir not ſimply, but ordinarilie. Yea. | da 
they ſigniſie alſo, that this ordinarie way er 
and meanes to ſalvation; (viz. the Vibb fu 
Church) appointed by God is vnchangea- le 
ble by men. This ſenſe of ſovadarren is give |} ſe 
to Chriſtes true Viſible Church, I ſuppoſe. tu 
by all well adviſed Chriſtiasss. 

Fourthly, that is a fundamentall point ve 
Which toucheth Chriſt (the abſolute fou- | : 

, dation) in ſome of his maine Offices im- th 
mediatly, or (at leaſt) by a ſure and plaine if 
coſequence. But Chriſtes Viſible Church C 
and governemẽt doth immediatly touch ta 
him in his Rg Office and in his Prephe- 
i call Office alſo, As is ſbewed at full in b 
Arg. 8. in the Treatiſe; yea in every ano. | L£ 
went there by a moſt certain Coſequence, 74 
Moſt directly in the 4.6. 10. 17. 18. 19. 23. f 

34-25.26.28.30.31, And in Res. for reforw,. | K 
| Pap: 


- F© Cypr de vni- 
tat. kccles. 


td 


<% 
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| 


Church and Governement are to bee ac- 
knowledged fundemental! pointes in reli- 
gion. Fiftly, let vs heere conſider how 
we do iudge of the Popes touching this 
matter, Viz, touching Fundamentall er- 
rors. We all holde (and iuſtly) that cer- 
tain Popiſn errors are Fundamentall, and 
againſt every one of Chriſtes maine Offi- 
ces. Among which, their error about the 
Viſible Church and governement there- 
of is againſt Chriſtes Kingdome. Where- 
fore hence it followeth that Chriſtes Vi- 
fible Church and Governement is a fun- 
damentall point in religion: ſeeing their 
error which they holde in that matter is a 
fundamentall error, as wee all acknow- 
ledge. Sixtly, the learned writers · do 


is meant be ener to adminiſter theſe 
things, as I have noted before pa. . Now 
if Governement thus be Eſſentiall to the 
Church, it may be alſo called fundamen- 
tall without queſtion. | 
WhereſtillI deſire it may bee remem- 
bred, that by this our iterpretation of 


Une , handes m Hebr.C.2.t0 be ſundamen- 


rad, our whole meaning and intent is to 
ewe this only, that the Nature of Chri- 


ſtes Viſible Church and Governement is 
In- 


pag. 52.5 3. JA. Wherefore Chriſtes Viſible 


Fo 


6. 


ſet downe three Eſſentiall (at leaſt, perpe- «c Bera conſei 
tuall and neceſſarie) notes of a Viſible NA. in 1. 
„Church, v iz. the Word, Sacraments, and Ge- Cor. r. 2. 
bernament. Vnderſtand, that by this heere Viret Dial. 14. 


& ax. at the 
T.C Reply 2. 
pag. 33. 


D · Field ofthe 
Church, 2. 6. 


faith in the 
end of the 
book of com. 


prayer. 


| 487 _ 
vnchangeable by nien: and that after i 
conſtant & perpetuall ordinance of God, 
falvation through Chriſt cometh vnto v 
ordinarily alwayes by meanes of this trut 


Viſible Church & Minifterie of the word 


en. 10% therein. According to that, Faub i, 
| hearmy, and hearmy by the preaching of God: wei 


| by Mater order! ſent (that 18) accor ding | 


to his rule. Which doctrine all ſound Di- 

vines do teach in like ſort. PN 

Heere vnto I will adde Mai. Carrwrighy 

iudgement, Who maintaineth this car- 

7. c. reyl. . neftly, that Marters of Diſciplme and blade 

pag 36: Gobernement ar matters mecefſarce 0 ſalbains, 
and of farth.- 7 N 7 4 ve 

Ifany doubt whether I think a mi may 

bee ſaved that erreth about the Vilible 

Churches particular forme and Governe- 

'ment.I anſwere, Ithinke ſuch a man may 

be ſaved In what regard, and how, I have 

t ormerly ſet downe in thoſe Reus for m. 
Feiern. pag. . 24 1 

. Laſtly, the game 16. in the Treatiſe 

s excepted againſt. Where indeed I den 

not, but the maner of gathering that & 

Fame is ſcarce as it ſhould be: the Enu- 

meration there vſed might be ſomewhat 

more full. Howbeit that text of Serip- 

ture 1. Ce. 15. 24. (which is the ground 

of the Argument) will very well yoeld the 

Conclufion, fo that it bee gathered and 

framed in ſuch maner as now heere it 1s 


ſet downe. Wherefore I pray the Reader 
| to 


"S 


636323 


be 


C 
4 


4 


Lodo — e . 2 


4 


* 23 


n tn 9: ho 


„ im on nw 6 A0M0 


od 


over ume is ſi 


1 43- 
to conceaveit thus: ee el 
Vhere Chriſtes whole Occevemrecl! Kong - 


true Eccleſiaſtical adminiſtration & governe- <q 
'ordf} ment, or the State of the Viſible Church cc 


| micall Kingdome is ſignified. 


is indefinitly & generally fignified, And ce 


ub, 
word! agiine, it followeth from hence that alſo 6 


there in rhe ſame text the Outward Ec- ce 
cle fiaſtical Covernement and State of the cc 


ciallis ignited. And withall there is ſig- cc 
niffed that this fame Out ward Eeccleſiaſti- cc 
call Governement and State of the Viſi- cc 


in deed Chriftes K1ngdome : ke- ce 
wiſe, that hee him felfe is the only Au- ce 
thor, and Framer, yea the only Lord, ce 
King, and Law. giver thereof to the ce 
worldes end. For who can be Author and 
Law-giver of his one kingdom but on- 


, lyhimſelfet 


In 1. Cor. 15. 24, Chriſtes whole Oceeno- cc 
2 4 ce 

” Therefore in f. Cr. 15. 24. the Outward 
Ecclefiafticall adminiſtration & governe- ce 
ment, or the State of the Viſible Church cc 
| (yea that vnder che Goſpell) is alſo ſigni- 
fed. And againe from 1.Cormeb.r5. 24. in ce 
ſuch reſpect it followeth neceſſarily, that ce 
che Outward EcclefiafticalGovernement ce 
and State of the Viſible Church vnder the ce 
| Cole js truly and in deed Che. Keny- cc 
u. And likewiſe, that hee — cc 


Viſible Church vnder the Goſpell in ſpe- cc 


ble Church vnder the Goſpell — & ce 
And li 


zniſiech there alſo the Outward TAE 


- 
a 
8 


47. = 
te the only Author, and Framer, yea the ons 11 


ce ly Lord, King, and Law-giver thereof to 
ce the worldes end. on 
bo The Aſſumption heere is moſt evi, c. 


dently true. Conſidering that by Chriſtei gy 
Occynemicall Cd we meane(and ſorheF xe 
Interpreters do call it and vnderſtandit) 3 

to be) all that power and rule which a} ©* 

| Mediator and Head of his Church he te. # 
. IIat. af. 18. ceaved of the Father, and adminiſtred #9 
ever ſince (by him ſelfe and his ſervanti | fe 

till che — end, but no longer. Thy 4. 

ſenſe the preſent text (1. Cor. 15. 24.) wil | ws 

well beare being taken in the largeſt ma- 10 

ner that the Circumſtances do admit. 


And every text alwayes muſt be taken in 1 

ſuch moſt large ſenſe. | * 
The Conſequence of the Propoſition 

ſtandeth on foure partes . And I ſee not 

how any one of them can poſſi bly be de- | 

nied. If any ſhould, it will cafily be pro- on 


ved, _ 
Thus, though our former Argument 16. | A 
inthe Treatiſe tar the manner of gathe- 
ring, bee not (I grant) altogeather ſo well 
as it ſhould bee, yet the Text it ſelfe 1. 
Cor. 15. 24. doth ſt ill affoorde à good and 
ſound Argument — our maine purpoſe, 
as is ſaid. And thus in effect heere is no- 
thing loſt. And ſo much for anſwer te 
theſe 9. Exceptions. | 
: | 


Hutberto 


| I © Hitherts (my deare and loving friend) | 
of tof 1 have waded labouring to give ſatitfacti- 

en to all good people (according 4s it may 
evi. come to their notice) ſo farre as my conſei- 
iſte once with warrant o f the truth will permit. 
the \ Humbly deſiring all loving and vprighi 


* barted Chriſtians to interpret this ſame, 
re. togeather With what ſoe ver f have heere- 


red tofore written, as only and meerely the ef- 
uts) fectes of eõſcience in me; agreeing (ſo mare 
lu} as I could diſcerne) to my dutie iniey ned 
vil} mein Gods word. The grace, mercy, and 
love of God in Ieſus (brit be with vs all. 
* | eAmen, Middlcborough. the 4. of Sep- 
tember. Anno 1611. 
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